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The Caged King

Leois alion. He is the king of the jungle. His home is a big, green jungle with tall trees and
awideriver. Leois strong. His furis golden, and his roaris loud. Every animalin the jungle
knows Leo. They respect him. He is fair and kind. Leo walks with pride. He protects the
jungle. He helps small animals and keeps the peace.

Every morning, Leo is waking up early. He is stretching his big paws. He roars to greet the
sun. The birds sing, and the monkeys chatter. “Good morning, King Leo!” they say. Leo is
smiling. He is walking through the jungle. The grass is soft under his feet. He is drinking
water from the river. The water is cool and clear. Leo is happy in his jungle.

Leois hunting for food. He is fast and quiet. He catches a deer and eats well. After eating,
he is resting under a big tree. The zebras and antelopes are grazing nearby. They are not
afraid of Leo. They know he is a good king. Leo is watching them. He is proud of his jungle.
“This is my home,” he says.

But one day, something bad is happening. Leo is walking near the edge of the jungle. He
hears a strange noise. Itis a loud hum. Leo is curious. He is walking closer. He sees men
with nets and a big truck. They are not from the jungle. Leo is watching them. Suddenly, a
net is falling over him! Leo is roaring. He is trying to escape. The net is strong. Leo is
fighting, but the men are quick. They give him something, and Leo is feeling sleepy. His
eyes are closing. He is falling asleep.

When Leo is waking up, he is nhotin the jungle. He isin a cage! The cage is small and made
of metal. Leo is confused. He is roaring, but no one answers. The air is different. It smells
like smoke, not flowers. Leo is looking around. He sees tall buildings and noisy cars. He
is in a city. The city is far from his jungle. Leo is scared. “Where is my home?” he says.

The cageisinazoo. People are coming to see Leo. They point and take pictures. “Look at
the lion!” they say. Leo is sad. He is not a king here. He is a prisoner. The cage is cold. The
food is not fresh. Leo is missing the jungle. He is missing the river, the trees, and his
friends. He lies down and closes his eyes. He is dreaming of his home.

Days are passing. Leo is losing his strength. His fur is not shiny anymore. He is not roaring
much. The zoo keeper is kind. His name is Tom. Tom is giving Leo food and water. He is
talking to Leo. “You are a strong lion,” Tom says. Leo is listening, but he is not happy. He
wants to be free. He is thinking about the jungle every day.

One night, Leo is hearing a strange sound. It is a soft whistle. Leo is looking up. He sees a
small bird outside the cage. The bird is blue and has a yellow beak. “Hello, Leo,” the bird
says. “lam Blu. | am from your jungle.” Leo is surprised. “How are you here?” he asks. Blu
is flying closer. “I am following you,” she says. “The animals are worried. They want you
back.”

Leo is feeling hope. “Can you help me?” he asks. Blu is nodding. “l am trying,” she says.
“But | am small. | need a plan.” Leo is thinking. “Find someone who knows the city,” he



says. Blu is flying away. She is promising to come back. Leo is waiting. He is feeling
stronger. He is not alone anymore.

Blu is flying over the city. She is looking for help. She sees a boy. His name is Sam. Sam is
kind and loves animals. He is feeding pigeons in a park. Blu is landing near Sam. “Hello,
boy,” she says. Sam is shocked. “A talking bird!” he says. Blu is explaining. “Leo, the lion
king, is in a cage. He needs help.” Sam is listening. He loves lions. “l am helping,” he says.

Sam is going to the zoo. He is pretending to be a visitor. He sees Leo in the cage. Leo is
looking sad. Sam is whispering, “l am Sam. Blu sends me.” Leo is surprised. His eyes are
bright. “Can you free me?” he asks. Sam is nodding. “l am trying,” he says. “But the cage
is locked. | need a key.”

Sam is talking to Tom, the zoo keeper. “Why is the lion sad?” Sam asks. Tom is sighing.
“Leo is from the jungle. He is not happy here,” Tom says. Sam is thinking. “Can Leo go
home?” he asks. Tom is shaking his head. “The zoo boss says no,” he says. Sam is not
giving up. He is making a plan with Blu.

Blu is flying to the zoo at night. She is small and sneaky. She finds the office where the
keys are. The office is dark. Blu is pecking at the window. It opens a little. She is flying
inside. She sees a keyonahook. Itis the keyto Leo’s cage. Blu is grabbing it with her beak.
Itis heavy, but she is strong. She is flying back to Sam.

Sam is waiting outside the zoo. Blu is giving him the key. “Good job, Blu!” Sam says. He is
sneaking into the zoo. It is dark. The animals are sleeping. Sam is walking quietly. He
reaches Leo’s cage. Leo is awake. He sees Sam. “You are here!” Leo says. Sam is
unlocking the cage. The door is opening. Leo is stepping out. He is free!

Leo is stretching his legs. He is feeling strong again. “Thank you, Sam,” he says. Sam is
smiling. “We are not safe yet,” he says. “The city is big. We need to hide.” Blu is flying
above. She is guiding them. “Follow me!” she says. They are running through the zoo. The
monkeys are waking up. They are cheering. “Go, King Leo!” they say.

Sam, Leo, and Blu are leaving the zoo. They are hiding in an alley. The city is loud. Cars
are honking. People are shouting. Leo is scared. “This is not my jungle,” he says. Sam is
patting Leo’s back. “l am helping you,” he says. “We are finding a way to the jungle.” Blu is
flying high. She is looking for a path.

Sam is thinking. “There is a train,” he says. “It goes near the jungle.” Sam is taking Leo to
a train station. They are moving at night. Leo is hiding behind boxes. His golden fur is
shining in the moonlight. Sam is buying a ticket. He is sneaking Leo into a cargo train. The
train is big and smells like metal. Leo is nervous, but he trusts Sam.

The train is moving. Leo is lying in a corner. Sam is sitting with him. Blu is perched on
Sam’s shoulder. “We are going to the jungle,” Sam says. Leo is closing his eyes. He is
dreaming of his home. The train is shaking, but Leo is calm. He is thinking of the river and
the trees.



The train is stopping after many hours. Sam is looking outside. “We are close,” he says.
They arein a smalltown. The jungle is near. Leo is smelling the air. It smells like grass and
flowers. “This is my home!” he says. His heart is beating fast. Sam is opening the train
door. Leo is jumping out. He is running toward the jungle.

Blu is flying ahead. “This way, Leo!” she says. Leo is running fast. His paws are strong
again. He sees the trees. He hears the birds. The jungle is welcoming him. Leo is roaring.
The sound is loud and happy. The animals are hearing him. The monkeys are clapping.
The zebras are running to him. “King Leo is back!” they shout.

Leois standingtall. Heis home. The jungle is green and alive. He is drinking from the river.
The water is cool. He is eating fresh fruit from a tree. The animals are gathering around.
“We are missing you,” a zebra says. Leo is smiling. “l am back,” he says. “l am your king.”

Sam is watching from the edge of the jungle. He is happy. “You are free, Leo,” he says. Leo
is walking to Sam. He is touching Sam’s hand with his nose. “Thank you, Sam,” Leo says.
“You are my friend.” Sam is smiling. “I am visiting you someday,” he says. Blu is chirping.
“You are a hero, Sam!” she says.

Samis going back to the city. He is waving to Leo. Leo is roaring goodbye. Blu is flying with
Sam for a while. Then she is returning to the jungle. Leo is walking through the trees. He
is feeling strong. His fur is shining again. He is climbing a hill. From the top, he sees his
jungle. It is big and beautiful.

Leo is thinking about the city. He is remembering the cage. It is a bad memory. But he is
also remembering Sam and Blu. They are his friends. Leo is grateful. He is roaring again.
The jungle is listening. The animals are happy. Leo is their king.

The next day, Leo is walking through the jungle. He is checking on the animals. A baby
monkey is stuck in a tree. Leo is helping him. The monkey is safe. “Thank you, King Leo!”
the monkey’s mom says. Leo is smiling. He is visiting the river. He is swimming. The water
is refreshing.

Leois meeting a new animal. Itis ayoungelephantnamed Ella. Ella is lost. “Where is your
family?” Leo asks. Ella is crying. “| am not finding them,” she says. Leo is helping her. He
is walking with Ella. They are finding her family. The elephants are happy. “You are a good
king,” Ella’s dad says. Leo is proud.

Leo is thinking about the future. He is protecting the jungle. He is teaching the young
animals. He is telling them about the city. “The jungle is our home,” he says. “We are
staying free.” The animals are nodding. They are listening to their king.

At night, Leo is lying under the stars. The sky is clear. He is looking at the moon. He is
thinking about Sam and Blu. He is hoping they are happy. Leo is closing his eyes. He is
dreaming of running through the jungle. He is free. He is the king.

The jungleis peaceful. Leois sleeping. The animals are safe. Theriver is flowing. The trees
are tall. Leo is home. He is the caged king no more. He is the jungle king, and he is happy.



